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As soon as the election was complete, the council of state,
at the instigation of the army officers, examined the list of
members carefully and issued tickets of admission to parliament
only to such of them as they approved. Those who did not
receive certificates were excluded from the house by a strong
military guard. In all, about a hundred members were forcibly
debarred, and, as a protest, some fifty or sixty others ab-
sented themselves when it became evident that the majority
of the remnant was prepared to acquiesce in such a constitu-
tional outrage. The illegality of this coup d'etat was too obvious
to need demonstration. The point of view of its perpetrators
seems to have been that, since some kind of parliamentary
approval of the existing constitution, or of co-operation in
amending it, was necessary to placate public opinion, the only
thing to do was to secure a majority by some means or other.
It is a testimony to the hold that the very name of parliament
had upon the people, that the army leaders should have thought
it worth while to secure a majority by the simple expedient of
excluding a third of the total membership.
An analysis of the constituencies represented by the members
not allowed to take their seats reveals that more than seventy
were counties, and especially those counties which had been
centres of puritanism. Thus the seven counties comprising the
old Eastern Association were represented by fifty-seven mem-
bers, of whom twenty-nine were excluded. Similarly the West
Riding of Yorkshire, which had been a kind of parliamentary
oasis in the midst of royalism, now lost four of its six repre-
sentatives. The explanation would seem to be that the high
qualifications for voters, by confining them to the upper middle
class, had resulted in the return of members hostile to military
rule. It is difficult to believe that the property-owners worth
£200 or more a year elected so many republicans for any other
reason than that these republicans had become the most deter-
mined opponents of the army since the expulsion of the Rump
in 1653. Certainly the county voters must have been actuated,
not by the desire to establish a republic, but by the desire to
curb such militarism as the major-generals had delighted in.
In any case there can be no doubt at all that the exclusion of
the hundred members, legally elected, made permanent the
quarrel between the republicans and the adherents of the pro-
tectorate, and destroyed in advance whatever prestige the

